
 
  

  
 
   

The Princess Project Enabled 2,300 Girls Attend Prom in 2007 
 

Bay Area Businesses and Individuals from Across the State Contributed to the Effort  
 

SAN FRANCISCO (June 12, 2007) – The Princess Project, a Bay Area non-profit 

organization, provided prom gowns and accessories to 2,300 high school girls during the 2007 prom 

season.  The dresses were distributed, free-of-charge, to high school girls that could not otherwise 

afford them during fun-filled ‘dress giveaway’ events this spring.  Since The Princess Project began in 

2002, over 7,300 girls have received dresses and accessories through Princess Project giveaway 

events.  

Corporate and individual donors from across the state helped The Princess Project meet its 

goal.  Approximately 130 in-kind sponsors donated resources including dry cleaning, event supplies 

and décor, dresses, accessories, and items for the annual silent auction.  The Princess Project was 

able to create awareness with girls about its services through community partners including, Girls For 

A Change, Girls Inc. of Alameda County and GirlVentures. 

   “With the help of local businesses, The Princess Project is able to promote self-confidence 

and individual beauty by providing free prom dresses and accessories to high school girls who cannot 

otherwise afford them,” said this year’s event chair, Wanda Cole-Frieman.  “We are so grateful for all 

of the support we received this year and thank our sponsors for enabling us to continue our 

mission.” 

Each year, millions of high school students across the country get ready to participate in one 

of the traditional American rites of passage - the prom.  Unfortunately, for many students, the prom 

is an unforeseeable reality due to the rising costs; a formal dress easily tops $200 and tickets for the 

event at some schools cost more than $100 or more per couple.  At the same time, ladies’ closets 

across the country are home to evening gowns and bridesmaid dresses worn for one special event 

and not touched since.  Thus, The Princess Project was born. 

To learn more about The Princess Project, visit www.princessproject.org for additional 

details.   
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About The Princess Project  
 
Entering its sixth year, The Princess Project is a 100% volunteer-run effort that provides free prom 

dresses and accessories to San Francisco Bay Area high school girls who could not otherwise afford 

them.  The Princess Project collects new and “nearly new” formal dresses and accessories from 

women, girls, and companies throughout the Bay Area, and distributes them free of charge to Bay 

Area teens at a fun-filled event in the spring. 

 

The Princess Project began in February 2002 in a casual conversation between a high school girl 

from one of Coro Northern California’s youth programs and Coro staff members Kristi Smith 

Knutson and Laney Whitcanack.  Knutson and Whitcanack quickly realized there are many girls who 

are unable to attend prom due to the expensive costs of dresses and accessories, while many friends 

and peers have dresses from weddings and parties that are unused.  Wanting to match this resource 

with the need of the girls they knew, an email was sent to a short list of friends, asking for dress 

donations.  The word quickly spread and from the overwhelming response they received The 

Princess Project was created.  The word spread and The Princess Project continues each year.   

  

Media Contact:  

Y’Anad Burrell, Glass House Communications 

Phone 510.691.8687, Email yanad_burrell@glasshousepr.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2007 Community Donors and Sponsors 

 
Community Partners 
Girls For A Change 
Girls Inc. of Alameda County 
GirlVentures 
 
In-Kind Donors 
7×7 Magazine 
1ioata Music & Songwriters 
49ers 
A Diva’s Closet 
Abigail Morgan 
Aiko Designs 
Alameda Bicycle 
Anicka Designs 
Ann Taylor/Celebrations 
Aspire Pilates Center 
Bambi Cantrell Photography 
Banana Republic 
Bare Escentuals 
Bay Club Marin 
Bay Club/Bank of America Center 
b.a.y. fund 
Bella Bridesmaid 
Berit Designs 
Bianchi Fitness 
Bridal Galleria 
Bridal Image 
Bridal Network 
Bridal Potpourri 
Bruce Forrester Photography 
Butterfly Cakes 
By Hand 
Canoe 
Chipotle Restaurant 
Christina’s 
Cinderblock 
Colleen Quen Couture 
College Preperatory High School 
Cookie Lee Fine Fashion Jewelry 
Corinne Mescher 
Country Club Car Wash 
David & Jamie Addington/Fair 
Market Properties 
Dessy/Vivian Diamond 
Dolce 
Dragonfly Designs 
Elegant Lace 
Equalirium Spa 
Essential Nutrition 
Find Balance 
FloBell 
 

In-Kind Donors 
Funky Door Yoga 
Gap, Inc. 
Gina Sponzilli 
Ginger’s Bridal 
Graham-Webb 
Hard Candy 
Harmani 
Heart Healthy Systems 
Her 
Honey Ryder 
Hoogasian Flowers 
Igigi 
Imagine That Photography Studio 
INHABITstructures 
Iniam 
J’aime Bridal & Weddings 
Jan Marini Skin Research 
Jaye Radov Martin 
JBalducci 
Jeanne’s Hamlin Cleaners 
Jennifer Croll/Croll Sport 
Jennifer Paschal Photography 
Jorja 
Just Glam 
Karen Alexander 
Karen Ellis 
Keren Creations 
Kimpton Group Hotel 
Korn/Ferry International 
Landa Designs 
Lily Samii 
Loehmann’s 
Logitech 
Lush 
Macy’s West 
mark by Avon 
Mary Kay Cosmetics 
mattern communications 
Maybelline 
Michael S. Hensley Party Rentals 
Michelle Doyle 
Michelle’s Bridal Shoppe 
Microsoft 
Mr. John’s Pet Grooming 
Neja Cosmetics 
Nilare Boutique 
Oakland A’s & Adam Clar, 
Account Manager 
Objects of My Affection 
Old Timey 
 

In-Kind Donors 
Patrick Jacobs Architecture 
IPicture This Designs 
PlumpJack Group 
Pure Girls & Kim Pace 
Redwood City Parks & Recreation 
& Community Services/Mark 
Yasuda 
Reflections 
Rockridge Rags 
Ross Stores 
Salesforce.com 
San Francisco Ballet 
San Francisco Bay Club 
Sephora 
Serendipityprom.com 
Skin Spirit 
SnowBomb.com 
Stefanie Wolf Designs 
Stephanie Chan Designs 
Stuhlmuller Vineyards 
Susan Cann 
Target in Walnut Creek & Albany 
Team Worldwide 
The Body Shop 
The Claremont Resort & Spa 
The Daily Method in Oakland 
The Looking Glass Boutique 
The Unique Bride 
TJ Maxx 
Tracy Matthews 
Triple Threat 
Unique Esthetics 
Vanessa’s Bistro 
Vonnie’s Cleaners 
Wendy Jarmol Jewelry 
Wendy K Yalom Photography 
What’s Cooking 
Zina Kao Exclusives 
 

 
 


