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HOT TOPIC:

With costs—and
expectations—
skyrocketing, some
schools are canceling
their formals to try and
ease the pressure it
pufs on students.
Leigh Belz reports on
prom excess.

GIVING BACK

PRINCESS PROJECT

LIMOS FOR LIVES

_OUT-OF-CONTROL PROMS
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lame John Hughes.

If pop songs
are responsible for
making us swoony for
unrealistic romance,
it's teen movies (espe-
cially the classics that
writer/director Hughes
had a hand in during
the eighties) that help

shape our views about the importance of prom.
Think about it: From Pretty in Pink
to American Pie 1o Napoleon Dynamite,
everything leads up to that last dance. What better
time to tell the person you've been hung up on
for four years that you're sorta, kinda (definitely)
in love with them? Prom is made out to be the
crowning moment of high school. With all
those expectations. it’s no wonder it can leave
vou feeling stressed or anxious.

ost of my friends

spent about $300

on their dresses,”

says Amy,* 20, from

Los Angeles. “And
when you added in the shoes and the limo, itall
became very expensive.”

There seems to be a definite relation-
ship between preparation and expectation—as
the prom grows in scope, it becomes harder
for the night to live up to all the buildup. “After
spending all the time and money, it would be
hard for anybody to say, “Wow, it was everything
Twanted itto be,”” says Stein.
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