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A social entrepreneur interested in improving the lives of young girls, Kristen Smith Knutson co-founded The Princess Project, which serves thousands of Bay Area girls who would otherwise not be able to afford their proms, in 2002.  She currently serves on the Board of Directors for The Princess Project, where she is instrumental in marketing, brand development, and the continued success of the organization.

Smith Knutson is an accomplished writer and has worked as a literary magazine editor, an executive in the advertising industry and the non-profit sector, and as a free-lance writer and project manager. She has created, written and edited numerous publications and newsletters; written and managed grants and fundraising campaigns; and produced major fundraising events.

As a Bay Area transplant, she has embraced the ethos of the City, and is deeply committed to participating in and improving the community. She has been a volunteer vocalist for the San Francisco Symphony Chorus and the St. Francis Singers. She also served on the board of directors for the Friends of St. Francis Childcare Center and was an External Project Advisor for the Academy of Art College Graduate Program.

Smith Knutson received her bachelor's degrees in English writing and psychology from Concordia College in Moorhead, MN, graduating Magna Cum Laude and with English honors, and she received her MFA in Writing from University of San Francisco. She also holds a certificate in fundraising from the Indiana University Center on Philanthropy.  

She currently resides in San Francisco with her husband and two young children.
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